The Truth Game

UK Presgs Cuttings

THETRUTHIS
OUT THERE

Following an acclaimed feature début is always going
to be difficult — how can you follow it? Director

Simon Rumley promises James Mottram that he’ll tell
the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth...

THE TRUTH GAME

LREADY comparned in some quasrtens to the
ks af Eric Rohmer and Bichard LinkLater,
drtish writer-director Siman Rumibey re-
turns this month Lo London's Matsenal Film
Treatre Tor the release of the second instal-
menk of Fis ‘yauth' trilogy, The Truth Game.
Follpwirg his highly-prajsed début, the erafey
Fref k- doc e ntany Strong Language, which also
ram &t i MFT, The Truth Game s a dieliberapaly
mare matune effart, :FE-'&'H‘rg waith thal ansious
Dt il e, B Bourmbery ks it . o ne s2ill young
ab heart but wour discussions b to house bruiy-
ng". et al a dinfer party, it spans the courss af
one swening 83 twd couples [including Tania
Lmery, who feastuned in Strong Langiasge] con-
werge on their friends Cody (Stuartl Laing,
anotPei Rord sy resgular ] amd Ly (Seling Giles)
foxr a might of canversation and recraminalion.
"I's aboul people lying 1o cach other, on &
small scale, ard we all lie tosachother, = says the
S year-opld Bumbey, "The Truth Gamse iself (4
game that s played by younger people wha'we had
& bt o drnk. You get pour mates round snd
ATy AQrees o Eedl the truth on 20 Guedlions.,
inarevialdy, 1L turng indo a sesslon secdng wha can
ask Uhe oSt |Bscheiouwd gquestions, ILs IfEeiineg
can ol worms really. It's axch an embarrassing
Ering 13 play. Ircnicaliy, the title i3 "The Truth
Dramea’, bt they rmeer play B, Every charmeter &
nicting samething, trivial or otherwise, =
T Tilmn weas shol over just 11 dans, and cas
just elght weeks before shooting commenced
withonly anides, ard noscript., Waorking withthe
ACtors, Rumiey improvised the scenes, in much
the same way au b did in Stromg Langasge.
Utiliring a hand-pald camera, a5 well a5 AlLman-
like owerlappong dialogue, The Truth Garme"s
rarw ard ncorrsentional feed comes partly from
ithe direcior wanting 1o break some rules,
TWhat I've been trying Lo do is getrid of boring
fikiv gramimas, ™ bie 5 I R Tl o By P T T
uae @ few, biat all these shots that direcions uie
£ gree T audsence Line Lo breathie | think are
rbiish. I8 very much the camera being quite
imbelligend, hopefully, While the dialoguse hes gat
a wmapey Hevin Smith feel to ot B terms of
dereclion, iL's mauch moee European a0-houss, ™
Of course, this bedng a trilogy (although an
Wnaificesl arne), Ehere s e mare part 19 oome,
Club Le Mande, in fact conceived and writlen
bedore either ol its predecessors, will B re-
leased this Autumn, again featuing Emery as
whell a5 Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrel®
Frank Harper amongst the cast, Set arcund one
might in & tacky London club, it promises 1o be
according to Rumley, "Short Cuts meets $lack-
B, o perhape the antidote to Human Traffic
"Im terris af the trilogy, Cluls Li Monde (< veny
much about one's early bwenties, and 1074 wat in
the early Himeties," says the Tunbridpe Wedli-
raised Bumley. “Strong Language was acrais
the board, and et in ther mid-Nineties, while
Tha: Truth Game is mare mature and ©oenes at
the end of the decads. Hs how |"ve grown up.
My progress as much as angthing restly, " B

The Truth Game is redeased an Jwly 20 by the
HFT. The film is reviemed on poge 28
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