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RISING STAR

Camilen bom and raised, actar Thomas Fisher
knows 1 bt about struggling with London life. Bt
then the 33-vear-old, whi recently fearured in The
Munsesrry Raatures , is in o unique position this week:
sarring in two very different semi-improvised
takes on the capial, The Trutk Game and The
N Lives OF Tovmsas Kaiz, both of which premicre
on Fraday ar vhe Navonal Film Theare,

‘London can be 3 competitive place,’ he reflects.
“Yau have to have energy to keep your head above
weater and earn masey. s trwe, that thing of being
at partics and feclng that you're drowning. That
your'ne i up o speed with everpone die bocanse
youur [ife o't as goosd, | recognise those people who
are miserable, working too hard and are hireer
abhowt their lves.”

In The Trak Garme, direcred by Simon Rombey
~ wha recently cast the actor as a drag quen in his
next film Clad e Monde — Fisher plays Alam, one
of mix Londoncrs at an cmesionally narbulent din-
per party that serves up lasge helpings of conversa-
rion and recrimimatzon. “I'm reluctant vo admit thar
1 am like Alan,’ confeeses Fisher, who like his char-
acter did work i0a hoseel for schizopheenacs. “He's
slightly vague but be's devens, so that's all cghe.”

In Ben Hopkins's distinctly sarreal and refresh-
ing Towmas Kalz, Fisher plays = 4 la Alec Guinness

mine different characters, 5 the maysterious fguare

of Karz patrols a London on the brink of apoca-
lypse, inhabiring various people's bodics. Having
meet Hogkeins ar Oxford University, where the pair
began to co-write the script, Fusher would laser go
on 0 star in the dirccror’s debut, Srovown Magies,
before returming, 1o Tomas Katz. “Ben wanted o
come up with 8 stery where | played a number of
different characters, so he spun this story around
ir," Fisher recalls. “Ar its heant is an wdea about
marerialism. Bur we both like pecaliar, mad jokes
= like all the ancs absur the bollards, 18 a real
London film im that way.'

Low-budget film-making is a far oy from the
muge operation’ that was The Mumery Refurns,
“Gierring the 53 bus up the Ol Kent Road to Simon's
ﬂ;:nmmmrgmnhdl‘dwbﬂ'hh'iql
Friigre: Mercedes pulling up outssde yoar door,” refiects
Fisher, wiho dicn’n bagin acimg, angil be was 12 In
The Mursrrry Refurres he playod oos of the isconipe-
et crminals whi umleash the Mummy’s ourse.
“This hispe oo armived m the post the wther day from
Sanra Momica, {mhifornaa. And & wis 3 posEer that
said, “The hippess non-holiday weckend opening
cver® $68 million. ™ Bar it feels a bt rensie, My pews-
agend was smpressed, mind.” JAMES MOTTRAM

The Nine Lives OF Tomas Kailz and The Truth
Game apen Fri 20 Jul, Hational Film The-
atre, South Bank, SE1 [020-TE2B 3232).
Tormas Kafz alss apens at the Melro.




